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every Thursday, is a division
of the Metroland Media Group
Ltd., a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Torstar Corporation. The Metroland
family of newspapers is comprised 
of more than 80 community 
publications across Ontario.

This newspaper is a member 
of the National NewsMedia 
Council. Complainants are 
urged to bring their concerns 
to the attention of the news-
paper and, if not satisfied, 
write The National NewsMedia
Council, Suite 200, 890 Yonge
St., Toronto, ON M4W 2H2. 
Phone: 416-340-1981 
Web: www.mediacouncil.ca

newsroom@toronto.com
facebook.com/torontodotcom
@torontodotcom
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It goes without saying that Bill 5
- otherwise known as the Better
Local Government Act - has
thrown the upcoming municipal
election for a loop. Candidates have
started to reregister, voters are un-
sure what ward they live in and a
slew of claims have been filed (full
disclosure, Women Win Toronto is
part of a court claim against the
bill).

Whether it's 25 wards or 47,
there are still plenty of familiar
faces running for a council seat -
and some have been familiar

names for decades. If current elec-
tions south of the border, and
around the world, tell us anything,
voters are clamouring for change,
and Toronto looks to be joining in.

In 2014, 84 per cent (or 37 of 44)
councillors were re-elected. Some
have held office for 20 to 30 years -
put another way, they've been in
their seats since before MySpace,
ATMs and unlimited texting. This
isn't to say seasoned politicians
can't bring in fresh ideas, but in a
city as diverse as ours, shouldn't
our representatives have some
first-hand knowledge of what it's
like to navigate day-to-day Toronto
life?

The face of the city is vastly dif-
ferent from its council - just over
half of Toronto identifies as a vis-

ible minority but make up just 11
per cent of government. Women
are half of the city's population, but
31 per cent of council. Thanks to
groups like Progress Toronto,
Proud Politics and a few incum-
bents deciding to not seek re-elec-
tion, change is happening whether
Bill 5 moves forward or not. 

Even if we set aside the facts list-
ed above, there are huge issues,
which really haven't moved for-
ward, such as the downtown relief
line - which has been a topic of dis-
cussion since 1910. 

If you think your current coun-
cillor is doing a bang-up job and
has earned your vote, that's per-
fectly well and good. Change for
change's sake may not be the an-
swer for you.

If you're wondering if there's
someone out there who could be
even better, the city has a handy
tool for you use. All you do is plug
in your street address here. 

From there, take some time to
look up candidate websites and so-
cial media feeds to learn where
they stand on issues that matter.
Compare their ideas and proposals
with what's been happening in
your local community and the city
at large. 

How do they differ from the in-
cumbent's record and current plat-
form? Has the incumbent respond-
ed to the challenger?

Here's where your attendance at
debates, questions at your front
door and your general attention to
the election matters. Change starts
with you, the voter, and this year
may be the year it finally comes to
Toronto. 

You & Elections is a weekly
column that will engage readers in
how they can participate in local
campaigns. Dai Williams is Inter-
im co-chair & Communications
Lead for Women Win Toronto.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT TORONTO'S INCUMBENCY PROBLEM
'IN 2014, 37 OF 44 COUNCILLORS WERE
RE-ELECTED,' WRITES DAI WILLIAMS
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Over 100,000 destitute or or-
phaned children from the British
Isles arrived in Canada by ship from
1869 into the late 1940s. The child aid
organizations that arranged for the
emigration claimed that Canada
would provide better opportunities
for a healthy, moral life. In turn,
these children would provide farm
labour and domestic help.

Upon arrival in Canada, the
children were sent to distributing
and receiving homes, and from
there, to local families who agreed
to provide lodging, schooling and
an allowance in exchange for work.

Heritage Toronto will soon in-
stall plaques at the previous loca-
tions of two receiving homes in To-
ronto.

The main plaque will be installed
at 538 Jarvis St., site of the former
Northwold home, which operated
from 1922 to 1948. The home was de-
molished in 1957. The second plaque
will be installed at 80 Blue Jays Way,
at the former George Crookshank
House, which operated from 1909 to
1922. The building is still there and
has been recently integrated into a
hotel development.

Both homes were operated by
an organization funded by Irish
philanthropist Dr. Thomas John
Barnardo. Barnardo's charity
brought 30,000 children (from four
to 16 years of age) to Canada - more
than any other organization. 

Some of the Home Children
managed to find happy homes in
Canada and thrived. Many, howev-
er, were traumatized and perma-
nently separated from their biolog-
ical families. Some of the children
were abused by their host families,
overworked, and denied an educa-
tion and their allowance. Despite
heavy criticism, the child immi-
gration program continued until
the start of the Second World War.
Barnardo's remains a child welfare
charity in the U.K. to this day.

The Heritage Toronto plaques
will ensure that the experience of
the Home Children in Toronto is
not forgotten. A plaque presenta-

tion on Northwold will occur on
Sept. 28, British Home Child Day -
recognized nationally for the first
time this year. The public event
will occur at the Metro Hall Rotun-
da (55 John St.) at noon. 

Jessica Young is a digital mar-
keting assistant for Heritage To-
ronto. "This Month in Toronto's
History" appears on the first
Thursday of each month and is
produced by Heritage Toronto, a
charity that celebrates and com-
memorates the city's rich heritage
and the diverse stories of its peo-
ple, places and events. To learn
more, visit heritagetoronto.org.

PLAQUES COMMEMORATE LEGACY OF HOME CHILDREN
'A PLAQUE
PRESENTATION WILL
OCCUR SEPT. 28,
BRITISH HOME
CHILD DAY,' WRITES
JESSICA YOUNG

HISTORY

British immigrant children from Dr. Barnardo's Homes at landing stage, in Saint John, New Brunswick. The legacy of the
British Home Children is being commemorated with two plaques at two former Dr. Barnardo's Homes in Toronto.

Library and Archives Canada/photo

JESSICA
YOUNG
Column


