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Truth emerges from free discussion and free
reporting. An informed public is essential to
fostering and preserving Canada's demo-
cratic society. Section 2 (c) of the Canadi-
an Charter of Rights and Freedoms
guarantees “freedom of thought, belief,
opinion and expression, including freedom
of the press and other media of communi-
cation.” With this right comes a responsibil-
ity for the media to be accurate, fair,
honest and transparent. We take this
responsibility seriously.

This newspaper, published every Thursday,
is a division of the Metroland Media Group
Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary of Torstar
Corporation. The Metroland family of
newspapers is comprised of more than 80
community publications across Ontario.

This newspaper is a member of the
National NewsMedia Council. Complainants
are urged to bring their concerns to the
attention of the newspaper and, if not
satisfied, write The National NewsMedia
Council, Suite 200, 890 Yonge St., Toronto,
ON M4W 2H2. Phone: 416-340-1981 Web:
www.mediacouncil.ca.

newsroom@toronto.com
facebook.com/torontodotcom
@torontodotcom
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Gypsy moth caterpillars defoli-
ated thousands of trees in

Toronto last year, causing signif-
icant stress to our valuable trees.

The city of Toronto has imple-
mented control measures to help
combat the infestation. Please
keep in mind that only city trees
are covered by this treatment
plan. As a homeowner, this means
you are responsible for protecting

your own trees from gypsy moths.
What are gypsy moths?
First spotted in Ontario in 1969,

gypsy moths are an invasive pest
that are now well established
throughout southern Ontario.

They hatch from late April to
early May in Toronto, and the
young caterpillars begin feeding
on new tree leaves at the same
time. Why are they a problem?

In addition to being a nuisance,
gypsy moths strip trees of their
leaves. While oaks are their favou-
rite, they'll also eat the leaves of
maple, beech, birch, and some-
times even evergreen trees.

A tree may survive one season
of defoliation, but it will become
weaker and more susceptible to
damage from other diseases and
insects, such as borers.

How can you protect your trees
from gypsy moths?

Eggs, expected to hatch in
early May, can be destroyed on
sight. Egg mass removal reduces
the number of caterpillars, but it
will not stop the pest entirely.

Well-timed insecticide treat-
ments may be necessary. In addi-
tion, trees should be fertilized to

improve their ability to recover
from gypsy moth damage and
watered during dry periods to
prevent additional stress.

Tree bands can also be applied
before the hatch. These sticky
wraps trap female gypsy moth
caterpillars as they travel up and
down your tree to lay eggs. Also,
the trapped females' natural pher-
omones attract males to the
sticky surface where they, too,
will become trapped.

The combination of egg mass
removal, insecticide application,
and installation of sticky bands
will go a long way in reducing the
injury level to high-value land-
scape trees.

– Mike Perri is an area manager
for the Davey Tree Expert Compa-

ny. To request a consult, go to
www.daveytree.ca/request-a-con-

sultation

What you need to know to protect
your trees from a gypsy moth invasion

MIKE PERRI
COLUMN Gypsy moths, like the one

pictured here, are an invasive
pest that are now well
established throughout
southern Ontario.
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Did you know Toronto was
home to the first suffrage

organization in Canada? In 1876,
Dr. Emily Stowe, one of the first
female doctors in Canada, found-
ed the Toronto Women's Literary
Club, which would later become
the Toronto Women's Suffrage
Association. The group fought for
access to higher education and
the right to vote for women. 

Over the years, Toronto be-
came a centre for early women's
movements. In 1884, women were
finally admitted to the University
of Toronto. The National Council
of Women was established in 1893
when more than a thousand wom-
en attended its first meeting held
at Allan Gardens. In 1902, Marga-
ret Haile was the first woman to
run as a candidate for provincial
legislature in North York. 

This work by Toronto's early
feminists culminated on May 24,

1918, when Canadian women, aged
21 and over, became eligible to vote
in federal elections, even if they
had not attained the franchise
provincially. Although a milestone
accomplishment, the right was
limited to white women and many
continued to be excluded.

The federal franchise for wom-
en also allowed them to stand in
the House of Commons, although
they still could not hold public
office. But, this paved the way for
the Persons Case of 1929, champi-
oned by the Famous Five (Emily
Murphy, Henrietta Muir Ed-
wards, Nellie McClung, Louise
Crummy McKinney, Irene Parlby)
where women would earn the
right to be considered "persons"
legally. 

The woman's suffrage move-
ment marks a significant chapter
in Canada's history. It was the
catalyst for the first wave of femi-
nism. This year, Heritage Toron-
to's walks and other programs
will celebrate the achievements of
Emily Stowe, and the many oth-
ers, who challenged inequality
based on gender, race, sexuality,
and class. As we commemorate
the centennial of these events, it's
a reminder of the continuing
challenges we face on the road to
equality - not just between men
and women - but for people of
colour, Indigenous Peoples and

the LGTBQ+ community. 
– Jessica Young is a digital mar-
keting assistant for Heritage To-

ronto. This Month in Toronto's
History appears on the first Thurs-
day of each month and is produced

by Heritage Toronto, a charity that
celebrates and commemorates the

city's rich heritage and the diverse
stories of its people, places, and

events. To learn more, visit heri-
tagetoronto.org.

Toronto marks 100 years of women's suffrage
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Female graduates walk down the stairs at the University of
Toronto's University College ca. 1915.
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