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Truth emerges from free discussion and free
reporting. An informed public is essential to
fostering and preserving Canada's demo-
cratic society. Section 2 (c) of the Canadi-
an Charter of Rights and Freedoms
guarantees “freedom of thought, belief,
opinion and expression, including freedom
of the press and other media of communi-
cation.” With this right comes a responsibil-
ity for the media to be accurate, fair,
honest and transparent. We take this
responsibility seriously.

This newspaper, published every Thursday,
is a division of the Metroland Media Group
Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary of Torstar
Corporation. The Metroland family of
newspapers is comprised of more than 80
community publications across Ontario.

This newspaper is a member of the
National NewsMedia Council. Complainants
are urged to bring their concerns to the
attention of the newspaper and, if not
satisfied, write The National NewsMedia
Council, Suite 200, 890 Yonge St., Toronto,
ON M4W 2H2. Phone: 416-340-1981 Web:
www.mediacouncil.ca.

newsroom@toronto.com
facebook.com/torontodotcom
@torontodotcom
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Humber Bay Shores is a beauti-
ful waterfront oasis in Etob-

icoke. It is also one of the fastest
growing communities in the GTA
that is expected to have an even-
tual population in excess 25,000
residents. 

But, the very rapid intensifica-
tion on this small footprint has
come with some growing pains.
The need for better transit is

quite obvious to anyone who
looks at the forests of new condo
towers that have risen over the
past few years with more to come.

Residents believe that they
have been ignored by our decision
makers but lacked a collective
voice to advocate for change until
a community Facebook group
started just over two years ago. 

The Humber Bay Shores Dis-
cussion Facebook Group at
www.facebook.com/groups/Hum-
berBayShores/ has grown rapidly
to a member base of almost 2,000
with about 100 new members
added each month. 

It is analogous to an online
newspaper with content specific
to only our local community and
our members are our reporters.
The content of this group is mem-
ber driven and discussions re-

volve around many issues com-
mon to the community. 

By far, the most dominate
theme is our lack of acceptable
public transit. Some residents are
reporting commute times in ex-
cess of one hour to the city core.
Recently, Metrolinx appears to
have had a change of heart and
put plans for a Park Lawn Lake
Shore GO station back on the
table. One possible location for a
GO stop could be in the now va-
cant Christie property. 

The owners of this property,
First Capital Realty, have hinted
that they may be willing to help
fund a GO on their property but
only with the condition that they
be allowed to build sufficient
residential towers. 

This has generated substantial
discussions in the Facebook

group with many preferring fund-
ing be from the city with no
strings attached.

There is no way to measure
this but some of the things our
members have advocated for are
underway now such as the sep-
aration of our pedestrian and
cycle paths. 

How the Christie property
evolves will continue to be a
prominent topic of discussion in
this group. As our group contin-
ues to grow our voice will become
much more effective. Politicians
who monitor this group will be
rewarded or punished for how
they respond to what is discussed
in this group.

– Robin Clay is the founder and
administrator of the Humber Bay

Shores Discussion Facebook group.

How a small Facebook group
grew to empower a community

ROBIN CLAY
Column

On April 7, 1849, a fire began
in Graham's Tavern, located at
present-day King and Jarvis
streets and quickly spread west
towards Church Street. Most of
Toronto's early structures were
made of wood and the fire rap-
idly wiped out this area - the
original city core - in what is
known as the Great Fire. But
Mother Nature came to the res-
cue in the form of a rain at
around 3 o'clock in the morning
which prevented the fire from
spreading further. 

There was one fatality, news-
paper publisher Richard Watson,
and there were approximately
$700,000 in damages. Now, 169
years after the first spark, the
cause remains unknown. 

This wasn't the only fire to
leave its mark on Toronto. Fifty-

five years later, Toronto's city
core had shifted to what is now
the Financial District. 

On a cold and blustery eve-
ning in April 1904, a constable on
patrol discovered flames shoot-
ing skyward from an elevator
shaft in the E&S Currie Building
at 58-60 Wellington St. W. 

The fire may have been
caused by faulty wiring or a
stove that was left burning. Ei-
ther way, by the time it was dis-
covered, the building was lost to
the flames and the fire quickly
spread to neighbouring struc-
tures. It took nine hours to ex-
tinguish the flames with the aid
of firefighters from as far as
Buffalo, New York. No serious
injuries were sustained by To-
ronto's second Great Fire, al-
though 5000 workers lost their
jobs and there was $10,350,000 in
damages. 

In their aftermath, both fires
brought periods of intense re-
building, improvements in con-
struction standards, and new
building codes. Today's St. Law-
rence neighbourhood emerged
from the ashes of the Great Fire
of 1849 and includes landmark
buildings that still stand today:
St. Lawrence Hall (1850) and St.
James Cathedral (1853). Al-
though, the Financial District

was rebuilt within a year, this
work resulted in the one death
associated with the fire. While
detonating dynamite to clear the
remains of a building, John
Croft died when the dynamite he
placed unexpectedly exploded as
he checked the fuse.

Jessica Young is a digital mar-

keting assistant for Heritage Toron-
to. This Month in Toronto's History
appears on the first Thursday of
each month and is produced by
Heritage Toronto, a charity that
celebrates and commemorates the
city's rich heritage and the diverse
stories of its people, places, and
events. To learn more, visit heri-
tagetoronto.org.

Toronto has a history of rebuilding after two great fires

JESSICA YOUNG
Column

Aftermath of the 1904 Fire.
City of Toronto Archives photo


